
This year, Prize Night took place on 2 October in the Sports Hall. 
An excellent programme of music by the Orchestra opened the 
proceedings. Our Head Girl, Erin Prentice, welcomed everyone to 
the event. Mrs Stewart, Chair of the Board of Governors, then 
spoke of the enormous pleasure it was to share in the celebration 
of all the talents that Strathearn had nurtured. She expressed her 
thanks to the Board of Governors for their stewardship and thanked 
the parents for their generous financial support. All that had been 
promised in terms of buildings and resources had been delivered, 
and all that remained was the final completion in November of two 
tennis courts and the gymnasium. 
In his report, Mr Manning expressed his delight at the new build 
and the wide-ranging successes the school has experienced both 
academically and in sport, music, drama and competitions. He was 
assisted in his review of the year by our Games Captain, Natalie 
Wallace, and Kate Umphray. Natalie spoke of the positive impact 
our new facilities have had on sport in Strathearn and of individual 
and team successes, and Kate told the audience of the success of 
the Chamber Choir in the All Island School Choir of the Year 

Competition and spoke of the opportunities in music for pupils and her personal highlights in the musical calendar. 
The Chair of the Board, Mrs Stewart then introduced our Guest of Honour, Professor Máire O'Neill of the Institute of Electronics, Communications and 
Information Technology at Queen's University, Belfast. Professor O'Neill presented the prizes and awards, and in her speech she congratulated the prize 
winners and expressed her pleasure at being present at the occasion. Professor O'Neill spoke of her enthusiasm for electronic engineering and urged the 
girls to consider this field as a rewarding career option, which would enable them to work with the latest technologies and on problems that matter to society. 
She spoke of the inspiration she experienced at an early age when her father built a hydro-electric scheme on the river running near their house in Donegal 
and her career path to this point. Now a leading cryptography expert, Professor O'Neill urged the girls to be proactive, as you never know where this will lead 
and illustrated this by speaking of points in her career when this quality had led to significant breakthroughs. She concluded her inspiring speech by quoting 
Henry Ford who said: ñWhether you think you can, or think you can't - you're right.ò 
After a presentation to our Guest of Honour by the Deputy Head Girls, Hermione Anstey and Naoise Webster, the Chamber Choir brought the evening to a 
conclusion with a great performance of Joshua Fit The Battle of Jericho. 
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The House plays were presented to the Junior School on 
Tuesday, 21 October and to the Senior School on Wednesday, 
22 October. Barbour House produced The Escape, which was 
directed by House Captain, Katie Brown and was based on 
The Great Nursing Home Escape by Nathan Hartswick. Watts 
House, directed by House Captain, Clara Kerr, produced 
Rejection based on Will Date for Food by Ian McWethy. 
Boucher House, directed by House Captain, Jessica McCleery, 
produced Take a Seat based on Hard Candy by Jonathan 
Rand. McCaughey House, directed by Beth Lynas, produced 
How I Met Your Father based on Thatôs Not How I Remember 
It by Dan Zolidis. 
We welcomed Mrs Leeman, a former Head of Drama at 
Strathearn, as our adjudicator this year. The results of the 
competition were as follows: the Frances Mulley Rose Bowl for 
Best Actress was awarded to Frances Wilson in Watts House; 
the Ievers Shield for Best Cameo Performance went to Aife 
Sansom in Barbour House; the McNeill Cup for Directing was 
awarded to Beth Lynas in McCaughey House; the McMinn Cup 
for Best Supporting Actress went to Jill Fergie in McCaughey 
House; the Gillian Douglas Drama Award was awarded to 
McCaughey House for the Best Technical Performance and 
the Inter-House Drama Award went to McCaughey House for 
How I Met Your Father. 

The Class of 2014 returned to Strathearn on 4 September to receive certificates, prizes 
and awards at an informal ceremony in the Assembly Hall. Refreshments were served in 
the new Sixth Form common room and it was a pleasure to congratulate the girls in person 
and to wish them well as they move on to the next phase of their lives. We hope to keep in 
touch with the Class of 2014 at other school events! 



Emily Hall, 2S, who passed her Grade Three Ballet Examination with Distinction. 
Lauren Kerr, 2S, who passed her Grade Four Flute Examination with Distinction. 
Lauryn Todd, 4R, who passed her Grade Five Viola Examination. 
Abigail Acheson, 4R, who passed her Grade Five Viola Examination. 
Ally McConell, 1A, who tackled a 1m jump on her horse.  
Jess Winton, 1A, who won four cups for sailing. 
Ruby Allen, 1A, who passed a dressage test and came 4th in an equestrian competition. Ruby also gained a Distinction in Grade Three Drama. 
Charlotte and Sara Black, 1A, who learned to windsurf, sail and paddleboard on a watersports course in England. 
Chloe Browne, 1A, who came first in a Duathlon competition and who also gained a Distinction in Grade Three Drama. 
Elizabeth Walker, 1T, who earned her promise badge at Guides. 
Grace Thompson, 1T, who earned her green tag (7th Kup) belt at Taekwondo. 
Tori Jackson and Amy Bole, 2A, who sang in Stormont for the Chest Heart and Stroke Association with the Stormont School of Singing. 
Freya Axten, 2A, who passed her Saxophone Examination with Distinction. 
Nina Reid, 2A, who passed her Grade Three Alto Saxophone with Distinction.  
Laura Killiner, 2A, who passed her Grade Three Theory Examination with Merit. 
Emma Craig, 2A, who passed her Acting Examination with Distinction and her Guitar Examination with Merit. 
Anna Kenny, 2A, who passed her Grade Three Violin Examination with Merit. 
Amy Bole, 2A, who passed her Grade Five Flute Examination with Merit. 
Hannah Hornsby, 2A, who will be taking part in Oliver in the Grand Opera House. 
Tori Jackson, 2A, who passed her Singing Examination with Distinction. 
Sophie Hamilton, 2A, who passed her Grade Three Violin Examination with Merit. 
Rebecca Welsh, 2A, who was placed first in the U13 Pre-Championships in Scottish Dancing and third in the Ulster Championships. 
Amy McWhirter, 1S, who was a member of the dance team which won 17 trophies in their heat at the That's Showbiz Dance Competition.  
Isabella McKnight, 1S, who passed her Speech and Drama Examination with Distinction. 
Jordan Hineson, 2R, who is dancing in Oliver at the Grand Opera House. 
Orla Bannister, 3A, who passed her Grade Seven Piano Examination with Distinction and her Grade Four Flute Examination. 
Katie Campbell, 3A, who passed her Grade Two Guitar Examination with Merit.  
Rachael Campbell, 3A, who passed her Grade Four Flute Examination. 
Rachel Bell, 3T, who passed her Grade Two Clarinet Examination. 
Lauren Shankey, 3T, who performed with her Dance School in the finals of the Talent Fest UK in Blackpool. 
Olivia Nelson, Mia Wheatley and Rose Templeton,3H, who took part in the Summer Youth Project's production of Guys and Dolls at the Grand Opera House in July. 
Mia Wheatley, 3H, who completed a two week residential and performed in Evita in the Titanic Quarter with MT4UTH. 
Lauren Clarke 4H, who competed in the U 15 Girlsô Age Group at the Great Britain Championships of Irish Dancing on 18 October in Bognor Regis. Lauren was 
placed 25th overall out of a group of over 100 girls. 
Murphy Miller 2S, who came third in the Runher Titanic 10k Run for schools. 

The autumn term got underway with the usual round of Open Days. Many 
girls attended events at the University of Ulsterôs campuses at Jordanstown, 
Magee and Coleraine, and all of Upper Sixth went to the Open Day at 
Queenôs University and the Methodist College Options XXII careers event. 
Pupils were able to use these opportunities to confirm university choices and 
obtain useful last minute information. Almost all UCAS forms have been 
completed and no doubt, some girls will have secured some offers by 
Christmas depending on the courses and universities to which they have 
applied. Mrs Hearst has been running a series of advice sessions on 
personal statements throughout this term and she will organise several 
interview workshops after the Halloween break.   
We welcomed a range of speakers during this term. Form Five had a talk on 
engineering and two others on law and medicine - both from former pupils. 
We also had presentations for sixth form pupils on gap years, teaching, 
nursing and midwifery, art school applications and healthcare professions. 
One Lower Sixth student attended a Radiotherapy Open Day at the Cancer 
Centre at the Belfast City Hospital. A group of Form Five girls attended the 
Corpus Christi outreach conference at Wallace High School on 8 
September. Form Three have had a Careers Planning Day and Form Five 
have started their programme of careers guidance interviews with the 
careers adviser from the Careers Service NI, with other interviews to follow 
after the half-term break. 

The standard of entries for the annual Sythes Award for Prose was, as usual, very high.  This year the judges decided that there should be two winners: U6 
pupils Anna Campbell and Sarah Lamont.  Anna considered the international community's responsibilities to Africa, and Sarah wrote about issues 
surrounding censorship in the arts.  Both essays were engaging and highly thought-provoking.   

On 12 September all of Form One visited the Zoo. Although it was rather 
overcast, the rain stayed away and everyone was able to enjoy a great day 
out. The mixed groups meant that the girls were able to get to know others 
in Form One. There were many highlights but the favourite was definitely the 
new baby giraffe. The Zoovenier shop was also very popular! 




